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judges and vote on them at one time
later on, as was done to us when we
were in the minority; but we have de-
cided not to do that. As soon as they
are ready, we are moving them for-
ward. The record is replete with the
case we have made, indicating that we
are doing the very best we can under
very difficult circumstances.

There is no need to belabor the point,
other than to say we took control of
the Senate in June. During the first 6
months of this session, there was not a
single confirmation hearing held, not a
single one, which is in keeping with
what has gone on in the past.

In the past, for example, in the 61⁄2
years the Republicans chaired the Ju-
diciary Committee, from 1995 to 2001—
34 months; that is almost 3 years—dur-
ing that period of time, they held no
confirmation hearings for judicial
nominations and for 30 months they
held a single confirmation hearing.

So we are moving forward. We have
six office buildings—three in the
House, three in the Senate—closed
down. Staff is having a very difficult
time working, as has been laid out in
this Chamber on a number of occa-
sions.

Senator LEAHY, in spite of that, held
an emergency meeting in the Presi-
dent’s Room in the Capitol. They went
to the Appropriations meeting room
and held a hearing there on judges. He
reported out of the President’s Room
these four judges we are going to vote
on today.

I have to say, if this case were being
tried by a jury, the jury would be out
5 minutes and we would win. This is a
case where if this were given to a jury,
we would win easily. The jury is the
American people. We are going to win
this. We are doing the right thing. We
are moving the judges as quickly as we
can. In spite of the September 11 ter-
rorism attack and the anthrax attack,
we are still moving the judges as
quickly as we can.

What is being done by the minority is
they are holding up appropriations
bills. We are going to vote again on a
motion to proceed to this foreign oper-
ations appropriations bill.

Just 8 days ago, the entire Repub-
lican side voted to block consideration
of the foreign operations appropria-
tions bill, which funds U.S. foreign pol-
icy. It was not because they disagree
with what is in the bill supposedly,
since it was written by Senator LEAHY
and Senator MCCONNELL. These two
Senators worked on this bill. Sup-
posedly, it is a bipartisan bill which re-
sponds to the concerns and interests of
both Democrats and Republicans, as
well as the President’s foreign policy
priorities.

No, the Republican leadership did not
oppose the bill itself. Instead, they said
it was because of the Judiciary Com-
mittee which Senator LEAHY chairs.
They say they have not acted quickly
enough on judicial nominations. That
is a very serious accusation.

I have been a prosecutor, and I have
defended lots of people charged with

crimes—not so serious crimes and real-
ly serious crimes, such as murder. So I
take seriously our responsibility of the
Federal judiciary. In fact, after report-
ing out four more judges last Thurs-
day, we have acted three times as fast
in approving nominees as was done dur-
ing the first 91⁄2 months of the first
Bush administration or the Clinton ad-
ministration.

Today we are going with the unani-
mous consent agreement that has been
entered. We are going to confirm four
more judges. For the minority to sug-
gest we are moving too slowly is a bit,
I guess, like the orphan accused of kill-
ing his parents and who then begs for
the court’s mercy because he is an or-
phan.

When the Republicans controlled the
Senate during the Clinton administra-
tion, they created many of the judicial
vacancies they are complaining about
today, as has been indicated by the
Senator from Alabama.

Some of President Clinton’s nomi-
nees languished for years. Many quali-
fied nominees, because of the impact
this had on their ability to lead normal
lives, withdrew. They withdrew from
their law practices, waiting for a hear-
ing, waiting to be confirmed. They
withdrew their names after waiting
years. Some of them said: We cannot
wait any longer. They did not want to
subject their families to further unfair-
ness.

We know about all this. We know
that. We are not going to be unfair. We
have a record that indicates maybe it
should be payback time, but it is not.
We are not going to treat the Repub-
licans as they treated us. That is al-
ready evidenced by what has been done.

Some on the other side might fear
that they are going to be treated as we
were treated, but that is not the case.
The fact is, since July when the Senate
control shifted, the Democratic Senate
has treated and will treat Republican
nominees fairly. I repeat, we have no
intention of perpetuating the shameful
ways the Republicans treated Presi-
dent Clinton’s nominees. We have and
we will consider these nominees fairly
and act on them in a timely way.

Maybe some Republican Senators be-
lieve the public will not know or care
that they have taken the bill that
funds U.S. foreign interests as hostage.
That is their hostage this week—and
last week.

I was happy to see the senior Senator
from Alaska—the former chairman of
the committee, now the ranking mem-
ber of the committee—vote ‘‘present.’’
It appears quite clearly that he does
not like what is going on, as indicated
in his statements he made afterwards.

We are in a time of war, and we are
going to have a continuing resolution—
meaning that every line in that con-
tinuing resolution will have to be re-
viewed by some lawyer to find out if it
is more than was done the preceding
year. It does not sound as though that
is the right way to go.

The American people deserve to
know what is at stake when the Senate

is kept from acting on this bill, espe-
cially when it is clearer than ever that
our security is linked to events outside
our borders—and then for people on the
other side to stand and say, let them
go a little more quickly than they did
and we will work something out.

As of next week, there will be 3
weeks left until Thanksgiving. We are
running out of time to do things. This
foreign operations appropriations bill,
as bipartisan as it is, will have amend-
ments offered on it. We cannot whip
through this bill in a matter of a cou-
ple hours. Agriculture appropriations—
the same thing. They are holding up
the work of the country.

What does this bill contain? We have
talked in generalities, and I talked a
little bit specifically earlier today, but
let’s talk about what is in this bill.

We have three countries that have
really been good to America in recent
years—Egypt, Jordan, and Israel—but
they need our help. These are countries
that depend on our assistance. And
these are not gifts. We do not write
them out a check and throw them
money and say, spend it any way you
want. Most of the money goes for them
to purchase American products. That is
what foreign aid is about in modern-
day America.

So not only does it hurt those coun-
tries that are not getting this money,
these vouchers, these opportunities to
buy American products; it is hurting
American companies. Who are these
countries? Israel, Egypt, and Jordan,
allies that are crucial to the stability
of the Middle East.

I read an interview last night of
President Mubarak. It was very im-
pressive. It was in Newsweek maga-
zine—a question—and then his answer.
I was so impressed, among other
things, when they asked him about
Arafat.

He specifically said: Arafat has bad
people around him. He mentioned a
person’s name. This is a gutsy guy. I
was impressed. We know he has criti-
cized Israel. He did in this same News-
week article, when questioned. He said
that President Sharon has made prom-
ises to him and he hasn’t kept them.
But Mubarak has been good for Amer-
ica. We are holding up money going to
Egypt.

A couple weeks ago I had the pleas-
ure of meeting just a few feet from here
with the King of Jordan, King
Abdallah. I, of course, cared a lot about
his father. I liked his father a great
deal. This young man has assumed the
leadership of his country in very tough
times. The majority of the people in
Jordan are Palestinians. He is an
American ally. His country is favor-
ably disposed to America. It is a coun-
try that has made great progress but
still has a long way to go. They are de-
pendent upon our helping them. This
bill is being held up.

Sure, we can, as Chairman BYRD said,
write an omnibus bill and lump it all in
and maybe they will get some of what
they need. This bill was worked on for
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